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in its organization and conduct, will be thought worthy of
imitation. Let us imagine, or rather indulge the hope that
then all the States of the south and the north, from the
Arctic Seas to Patagonia, will be united in a national and
international celebration, in recognition of an event that has
increased twofold the possibilities, comfort and happiness
of the human race.

Passing from these criticisms, at once and finally, it is yet
true that in this centennial celebration the two Americas,
Southern Europe and the Catholic churches throughout the
world are united as one people, and for the moment differences
in religion and diversities of race are forgotten. Italy was
the birth-place of Columbus; Spain, after long years of doubt
and vexatious delays lent its patronage to the scheme of the
" adventurer " as he was called; and the church, of which
Columbus was a devoted, and perhaps a devout disciple, be-
stowed its blessing upon those who staked their lives or their
fortunes in the undertaking. It is not probable that Colum-
bus looked to that posthumous fame of which he is now the
subject. His vision and his hopes extended not beyond the
possession of new lands where he might rule as a potentate
and enjoy power; where Spain might found an empire, and
where the church might establish its authority over millions
of new converts. Spain gained new empires, and maintained
her rule over them for three centuries and more; the church
enlarged its power by the acquisition of half a continent, in
which its ecclesiastical authority remains, even to the close of
the nineteenth century. For a moment, and but for a moment
in the annals of time, Columbus was permitted to realize the
dream o-f his life. After a brief period, however, instead of
place, power, gratitude, wealth, he was subjected to chains,
and consigned to prison. Of the three great parties to the
undertaking, Columbus alone, seemed to have been unsuc-
cessful, but at the end of four centuries he reappears as the